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Tutchone language 


Tutchone is an Athabaskan language spoken by the Northern and Southern 
Tutchone First Nations in central and southern regions of Yukon Territory, 
Canada. Tutchone belongs to the Northern Athabaskan linguistic subfamily 
and has two primary varieties, Southern and Northern. Although they are 
sometimes considered separate languages, Northern and Southern Tutchone 
speakers are generally able to understand each other in conversation, albeit 
with moderate difficulty.^ 

Southern Tutchone is spoken in the Yukon communities of Aishihik , Burwash 
Landing, Champagne, Haines Junction, Kloo Lake, Klukshu, Lake Laberge, 
and Whitehorse.^ 

Northern Tutchone is spoken in the Yukon communities of Mayo, Pelly 
Crossing, Stewart Crossing, Carmacks, and Beaver Creek. ^ 
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Phonology 


Northern Tutchone 

The consonants and vowels of Northern Tutchone and their orthography are as 
follows:^ 



Consonants 


























Labial 

Inter- 

Alveolar 

Post- 

Retroflex 

Velar 

Glottal 


dental 

central 

lateral 

alveolar 

Plain 

Labialized 



Nasal 

[m] m 


[n] n 







Stop 



W d 

[t h ] t 




[k] g 

[k h ] k 

[k w ] gw 

[k« h ] kw 

m ' 



in f 




[k'J k’ 

[k w ' ] kw’ 


[ m b] mb 


["d] nd 







Affricate 


[tQ] ddh 
[te h ] tth 

[ts] dz 
[ts h ] ts 

[tl] dl 
[tl h ] tl 

[t£] j 

[tj h ] ch 






[te'] tth’ 

[ts'] ts’ 

[tl'] tl’ 

[t n ch- 









[ n d 3 ] nj 





Fricative 


[9] th 

[S] dh 

[s] s 

§ z 

[1] » 
fe] 1 

[J] sh 

[3] zh 


[x] kh 

M gh 

[x»] khw 
[y«] ghw 

th] h 

Approximant 





Dl y 

Ui r 

[w] w 




Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

[i] i 


[u]u 

Mid 

[e]e 

[ 0 ]a 

[0]0 

Low 

[a] a 


Vowels are differentiated for nasalization and high, mid, and low tone. 

Nasalized: j, q, g, 3, 9, q 

High Tone: f, u, e, a , 6, a 

Mid Tone: I, u, e, a, o, a 

Low Tone: unmarked 

Southern Tutchone 


Consonants 







Labial 

Inter- 

Alveolar 

Post- 

Velar 

Glottal 


dental 

central 

lateral 

alveolar 

Plain 

Labialized 



Nasal 

[m] m 


[n] n 






Stop 



W d 

[t h ] t 



[k] g 

[k h ] k 

[k w J gw 
[k wh ] kw 

m ' 



n f 



[k'] k’ 

[k w ' ] kw’ 


[ m b] mb 


["d] nd 






Affricate 


[tQ] ddh 
[te h ] tth 

[ts] dz 
[ts h ] ts 

[tl] dl 

[tl h ] tl 

[tj] j 
[tj h ] ch 





[te'] tth’ 

[ts'] ts’ 

[till tl’ 

[tJJ ch’ 








[ n d3] "j 




Fricative 


[9] th 

[S] dh 

[s] s 

§ z 

[1] » 

fe] 1 

[J] sh 
[3] zh 

[x] kh 

[y] gh 

[x»] khw 
[y«] ghw 

th] h 

Approximant 



M r 


0] y 

[w] w 




[7] 


Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

[i] i 

[i]u 

[u]u 

Mid 

[e]e 

[ 0 ]a 

[0]0 

Low 

[ a] a 


Vowels are differentiated for nasalization and high, mid, and low tone. 
Nasalized: j, q, Q, g, 3, 9, q 
High Tone: f, ti, u, e, a , 6, a 
Mid Tone: I, u, u, e, a, 6, a 

Dialects 

Southern (Dan k 'e) 

■ Aishihik dialect 

■ Taa'an dialect 

■ Klukshu dialect 

■ Kluane dialect 

Northern (Dan k 't) 

■ Big Salmon dialect 

■ Pelly Crossing dialect 

■ Mayo dialect 

■ White River dialect 


Vocabulary comparison 






The comparison of some words in the two languages: 


[8] 


Northern 

Southern 

meaning 

tu 1 ~ tyok 2 

tu 

fish 

ttgi 

tach' i 

one 

tiki 

ta ki 

two 

tadech'i 

tayke 

three 

tentnch' i 

duk' wan 

four 

hulak' o 

kajan 

five 

ekum 

IkQ 

my house 

ninkum 

nkQ 

your (sg.) house 

ukum 

ukQ 

his/her house 

dakum 

dakQ 

our house 

dakum 

dakQ 

your (pi.) house 

huukum 

kwakQ / kukQ 

their house 

Big Salmon dialect 

Pelly Crossing dialect 



Revitalization efforts 


Tutchone is considered to be an endangered language , as its speaker population 
is shifting rapidly to English. In a 2011 census, Northern Tutchone was reported 
to have 210 speakers, and Southern Tutchone 140 speakers.M 10 ] 

Literacy and documentation 

The Yukon Native Language Center (YNLC) describes information in regards 
to Southern Tutchone documentation and literacy, starting from the 1970s such 
as stories and songs, as well as a basic noun dictionary and language lessons. 

After 1984, there have been additional literacy workshops. One example is the 
Southern Tutchone textbook and audio, made by Margaret Workman, a native 
Southern Tutchone speaker. This information, along with other multimedia 
Southern Tutchone language learning and documentation resources, is currently 
available through the YNLCJ 11 ' In addition, in 1994 the Ta'an Kwach'an Council took part in an oral history and 
language preservation project, in which traditions, genealogy, and more information was documented.^ 12 ] 



Stop sign altered to include 
Southern Tutchone text as part of a 
revitalization effort 


Education 

Tutchone language classes have been taught in Yukon schools since the early 1980s. Southern Tutchone language 
classes are included in the curriculum for students grades K-12 in schools at Kluane Lake, and three elementary schools 
in Whitehorse have language programs for Southern Tutchone. The St. Elias Community School in Haines Junction 
also offers Southern Tutchone language classes to students from K-12: one teacher handles K-4, another grades 5- 





I 2 J 13 ] In addition, the Yukon Native Language Center provides support for schools in regards to language learning, 
such the "Dakeyi- Our Country" program which is focused on high schools studentsJ 11 ' In 2009, kindergarten classes 
in Haines Junction began learning Southern Tuchone in a bi-cultural program 


Community engagement 

There have been ongoing community collaborations across the Yukon in regards to Southern Tutchone, with varied 
camps, workshops, and programs. For example, in 1995 and 1996, the Kluane First Nations participated in the sessions 
of "Working Together to Pass it on", a workshop meant to promote language activities and usage at home and the 
community. In addition, the Southern Tutchone Tribal Council held its first language conference "Kakwaddhin - 
Marking the Trail" in 1996, in order to review language programs and draft long and short term strategic plans. This led 
to successful programs, including the "Following your Grandfather trail" camp in Klukshu in 1997J l2 ' Nowadays there 
are varied programs offered in the Yukon to continue the language revitalization efforts, such as the Southern Tutchone 
Language Immersion program for adultsJ 15 ^ In 2018, The Champagne and Aishihik First Nation began a 2 year long 
Southern Tutchone immersion program, for adults with prior knowledge to the language. The program is in the 
beginning stages and things are still being worked out, as a program like this has never happened before in the Yukon 
Territory. In the future, the program might be extended to 3 years, and add more students. As the program currently 
accepts 10 students. But further details are still being developed. 

In popular culture 


Jerry Alfred's "Etsi Shon" (Grandfather song), sung in Northern Tuchone, won a Juno Award in the Best Aboriginal 
Album category in 1996. 

Since 2011 the Adaka Cultural Festival, an annual multi-disciplinary arts and culture festival, has been held in 
Whitehorse. Celebrating First Nations arts and culture, with a specific focus on Yukon First Nations, 'Adaka', in the 
Southern Tutchone language, means 'coming into the light' 


References 


1. Canada, Government of Canada, Statistics. "Aboriginal Mother Tongue" (http://wwwl2.statcan.gc.ca/cen 
sus-recensement/2016/dp-pd/dt-td/Rp-eng.cfm?LANG=E&APATH=3&DETAIL=0&DIM=0&FL=A&FREE= 
0&GC=0&GID=0&GK=0&GRP=1&PID=112132&PRID=10&PTYPE=109445&S=0&SHOWALL=0&SUB= 
0&Temporal=2017&THEME=122&VID=0&VNAMEE=&VNAMEF=). wwwl2.statcan.gc.ca. Retrieved 
2018-05-22. 

2. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Tutchone" (http://glottolog. 0 rg/r 
esource/languoid/id/tutcl236). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute for the Science of 
Human History. 

3. Krauss, M. E. and V. Golla. (1981). Northern Athapaskan Languages. Handbook of North American 
Indians, Vol. 6: Subarctic, ed. by June Helm, 67-85. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution. 

4. "Did you know Southern Tutchone is severely endangered?" (http://endangeredlanguages.com/lang/147 
0). Endangered Languages. Retrieved 2017-11-01. 

5. "Did you know Northern Tutchone is severely endangered?" (http://endangeredlanguages.com/lang/191 

8). Endangered Languages. Retrieved 2017-11-01. 

6. McClellan, Catharine (1978). "Tutchone". Handbook of North American Indians: Subarctic (https://books. 
google. com/books?id=WOCL_SwWH-sC&pg=PA493&lpg=PA493&dq=tutchone+phonology&source=bl& 
ots=XDIhOWaTo7&sig=FJiS9lzghvk6tv9pfLQpo8rdpwE&hl=en&sa=X&ved=OahUKEwjesL6ztoHTAhVI3l 
MKHYhnBvQQ 6AEIHDAA#v=onepage&q=tutchone%20phonology&f=false) . Government Printing Office, 
p. 493. ISBN 9780160045783 

7. Cruikshank, Julie. 1991. p. xvi 

8. http://www.firstvoices.com/en/Southern-Tutchone 

9. "Tutchone, Northern" (https://www.ethnologue.com/language/ttm) Ethnologue. Retrieved 2017-11-01. 

10. "Tutchone, Southern" (https://www.ethnologue.com/language/tce). Ethnologue. Retrieved 2017-11-01. 





11. Yukon Native Language Center, (n.d.). Southern Tutchone. Retrieved from: 
http://www.ynlc.ca/stutchone.shtml 

12. Metcalf, B., Dr. Gardner, L. & Netro, G. (1999). We Are Our Language, (pp. 96-110). Whitehorse, YT, 
Canada: Yukon Aboriginal Languages Services. 

13. Yukon First Nations Education Resources. (2015). First Nations programs & partnerships. Web. 
www.yesnet.yk.ca 

14. "Launch of Southern Tutchone Bi-cultural School Program" (https://web.archive.org/web/2012060807352 
0/http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/firstnations/pdf/09-10/biculturallaunch.pdf) (PDF). Yukon Government News 
Release. 2009-10-15. Archived from the original (http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/firstnations/pdf/09-10/biculturall 
aunch.pdf) (PDF) on 2012-06-08. Retrieved 2012-11-27. 

15. CBC News Canada. "Southern Tutchone Language Immersion Program for Adults" (http://www.cbc.ca/n 
ews/canada/north/southern-tutchone-revitalization-yukon-1.4467314). 

16. Lynn Van Matre (1966-08-01) "Jerry Alfred & the Medicine Beat Etsi Shon" (http://articles.chicagotribun 
e.com/1996-08-01/features/9608010161_l_medicine-beat-jerry-alfred-native-american). Chicago 
Tribune. Retrieved 2012-11-27. 

17. "Juno Awards Database" (https://web.archive.Org/web/20131203014529/http://junoawards.ca/awards/arti 
st-summary/?artist_name=Jerry+Alfred&submit=Search) junoawards.ca (http://junoawards.ca/awards/) 
Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences . Archived from the original (http://junoawards.ca/aw 
ards/artist-summary/?artist name=Jerry+Alfred&su bmit=Search) on 2013-12-03. Retrieved 20 January 
2012. External link in | work= ( help ) 

18. "Adaka Cultural Festival" (http://www.travelyukon.com/Plan/Operators/ad%C3%A4ka-cultural-festival7ad 

code=618&gclid=CL3yvcPqh9ACFQYcaQodoLUEAg) . Travel Yukon. Retrieved 13 November 2016. 


External links 


■ Yukon Native Language Center: NorthernJTitchone (http://ynlc.ca/languages/ntutchone.html) 

■ Native Language Center: Southern Tutchone (http://ynlc.ca/languages/stutchone.html) 

■ First Voices: Southern Tutchone (http://www.firstvoices.ca/en/Southern-Tutchone/welcome) 

■ Freelang Tutchone (Southern)-English dictionary (http://www.freelang.net/dictionary/tutchone_southern.p 
hp) 

■ OLAC resources in and about the Northern Tutchone language (http://www.language-archives.org/langu 
age/ttm) 

■ OLAC resources in and about the Southern Tutchone language (http://www.language-archives.org/langu 
age/tce) 


Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tutchone_language&oldid=952821582" 


This page was last edited on 24 April 2020, at 06:58 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using this site, you 
agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy . Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation Jnc., a non-profit 
organization. 





